Theatre Group.

Debuts in Boston
Miss Julie then heads to the PAC

By MORAG MACLACILAN

The Duxbury (founded
Gurnct Theatre Project is sct
to open its sccond perform.
ance, which also happens 1o
mark the company's Boston
debut.

Duxzbury High School
Class of 2000 graduates Drian
Fahey and "Michelle Kordis
Hatficld rcturn (o the stage
with a production of Miss
Julie. The play originally
wrilten by August Suindberg
and adapied by Irish dramatist
Frank McGuiness is the
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Raal life husband and wilo
Hugh Lawlon aad Gilllan
MacXay-Smith play ths 1sad-
Ing roles In Miss Julla,
MacKay-Smith as Miss Julie
and Lawton as her father's
valal. / .
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Project’s third play since
debuting  at  the Myles
Sundish Monument last July
with The {itusion.

Fahey directs the produc.
Uon of Miss Julie a3 Kordis
Hatfield heads back to the
stage as onc member of the

threc-person cast, She joins

Fahey's fellow Northeastern
University graduate Gillian
MacKay-Smith and the man
MacKay-Smith and Fahey
met onc summer while they
were studying at the Gaiety

School of Acting in
Dublin...Hugh Lawton.
Lawion, who hails from

Dublin, and MacKay-Smith
have since marvied.

“Afer Whiting for Gadot
was canceled, we wanted to
bounve back. It (Miss Julie)
was the perfect play for the
summer,” Fahey said. “We
wanicd o do something more
scrious and morc focused. The
translation of the play by Irish
author Frank McGuinness is
fresh and speakable, It's meant
to be performed and not read.”

“IUs great having Hugh as
2 member of the cast because
he can help us with the text,”
Kordis Hatfield said. -

“Since it’s wrilten in the
lrish vernacular, Hugh was
perfect for the part,” MacKay-
Smith added.

Waiting for Godol was
canceled aficr two members
of the cast suffered family
Uagedics right before the play
opened. Miss Julic featurcs
different actors. Fihey said
the group has beea doing read

Michalle Kordis Hatileld,

Hugh Lawlon and Gilllan MacKay-

Theatre Group Debuts in: Bosto

-

Sn;llh fake a braak lrom tehearsing lor thelr Bosion debut of
Miss Julls to listen to 3 faw suggestions (rom director Brian

Fahey.

Kardls and Fahey gradualed from DHS In 2000, The

palr co-loundsd the Gumel Thealrs Project.

application in fast. We ended
up applying at the same time
as anothcr company: so we
each got two weeks. We were
really lucky because these
theawres usually book a year in
advance.”

Miss Julie will apen today,
(Wednesday, May 10) and run
until Saturday, May 20 at The
Plaza Theatre at the Boston
Ceater for the Ans on
Tremont Street in the South
End. The cast will then trave!
1o Duxbury, where the play
will run from Friday, May 26,
unlil Sunday, May 28. a1 the
Performing Ans Center.
Kordis Hatficld said the audi-
cnce will actuslly be on the
stage with the actors when the
performance comes lo the
PAC.

“This is a greal space
because it is surrounded by

°Miss Julie is nol an sasy pisca. It's Inczedibly complex.
Evary day [ find something new. Thera are so many layars;

¥ou can 3lways go desper.”

=~MacKay-Smith

throughs of the play since
January and began praclicing
tirec to four times a weck in
March, Since Northeastem is
his and Mackay-Smith's alma
mater, Fahey said the univer-
Sity’s staff has been very sup-
portive and allows the group
to rehearse in its classrooms,
With  practice  space
- rescrved, Fahey said he began
king for any th in
Boston that would allow the
project to perform Miss Julie.
"l began hounding Darren
Evans of the Boston Center
for the Arts,” Fahey said.
“Then one day he called and
said there was a four week

canccllation and to get our i

professional companies like
the Huatington Theatre,”
Fahey said about the Plaza
Theatre. “It's cool to be
around all those artists in the
South End.”

Coincidenually, Fahey and
MacKay-Smith both worked at
the Boston Center for the Asts
or the BCA while studying at
Nertheastern. However, this
will be the first time the pair is
working for themselves instead
of with another y.

“l hope the people that
want an excuse to go into the
city will come,” Fahey said of
the Boston production of AMiss
Julie,

"After two weeks in

Boston, by the time we head
to Duxbury we will know the
show backwards and for.
wards,” MacKay-Smith sald.
“We're looking forward to iL.”

The play also marks the
first time MacKay-Smith and
Lawten have worked together.
She plays Miss Julic, the
daughter of a wealthy noble-
aan. He plays her father's
valet. The two have an affair,
which was exuremcly 1aboo
given the pair's different
social ¢lasses. MacKay-Smith
$3id that since the pair is mar-
ried, it was 3 professicnal
challenge to make the affais
look awkward.

“Miss Julie is not an casy
picee. [t's incredibly complex.
Every day | find something
acw. There are s0 many lay-
€r3; you can always go decp-
er.” MacKay-Smith said, “We
hape people come and scc it.
We're not doing thearre for
the sake of curtain calls and
moncey, but for the work, It's
been a fascinating sepertoire
thus far.”

“The play is less produced
and almost a risk to perform,
especially for a young compa-
ny with its Boston debut”
Fahey added.

With Miss Julie about to
open, Fahey and Kordis.
Hatficld are alrcady planning
for the summer production of
the Gumet Theare Project.
The pair will take a break
from acting and directing to
produce William
Shakespeare's  Much Ado
About Nothing. The duo will
produce the production back
at the Standish Monument
while The Ilusion’s actress
and Duxbury resident Krisicn
Schnibbe directs the play set
for August 10-13.-

“It’s only the beginning,”
Fahey said.

Tickets for the Bosten pec-
formance of Afiss Julie run
from $15 to $20 and can be
purchased by calling the BCA
at 617-933-8600. Tickets for
the production at the PAC arc
$10 and can be obtained by
calling Fahey at 617-771-
7032.



